Act 1, Scene 7
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All alone, Macbeth reflects on the duty he is about to perform. He is hungry for the throne but he knows the consequences he has to suffer. Not only is Duncan the ruler of Scotland, but he is also friend to Macbeth. His wife, Lady Macbeth, manipulates him with the affections he has towards her and convinces him to do the “horrid deed”. 

Macbeth’s Soliloquy

If it were done when ’tis done, then ’twere well	Comment by Administrator: Macbeth suggests it would be best to kill King Duncan and kill him quickly. 
Shakespeare uses the technique of repetition on the word ‘done’. 
It were done quickly. If the assassination
Could trammel up the consequence, and catch	Comment by Administrator: Shakespeare uses the technique of metaphor. He portrays the murder as a trap that catches the consequence and success along with Duncan’s death. 
Shakespeare also uses the technique of alliteration. It occurs when a series words in a row have the same first consonant. In this case it is the repetition of the letter s.
With his surcease success; that but this blow
Might be the be-all and the end-all here,	Comment by Administrator: On earth. 
But here, upon this bank and shoal of time,	Comment by Administrator: Shakespeare uses the technique of metaphor to compare our life on earth to a shoal, a shallow place in a body of water, and our afterlife is the ocean.
We’d jump the life to come. But in these cases
We still have judgment here, that we but teach	Comment by Administrator:  If Macbeth kills the king to gain the throne, he knows that once his king, someone will try to take his life.  
Bloody instructions, which, being taught, return
To plague th' inventor: this even-handed justice
Commends the ingredients of our poisoned chalice	Comment by Administrator: This is a biblical reference to the betrayal of Jesus.
To our own lips. He’s here in double trust:
First, as I am his kinsman and his subject,	Comment by Administrator: Macbeth is supposed to be loyal to the king
Strong both against the deed; then, as his host,	Comment by Administrator: Because Macbeth is hosting the king at his place he should be protecting him from danger, not killing him. 
Who should against his murderer shut the door,
Not bear the knife myself. Besides, this Duncan	Comment by Administrator: King Duncan has been a good and kind king.
Hath borne his faculties so meek, hath been
So clear in his great office, that his virtues	Comment by Administrator: Shakespeare uses the technique of personification to say that Duncan’s fine personal qualities will cry out like angels with trumpets when he is dead.
Macbeth fears that Duncan’s qualities are so great that they will seek for justice his murder and reveal that Macbeth is the killer. 
Will plead like angels, trumpet-tongued, against
The deep damnation of his taking-off;
And pity, like a naked newborn babe,	Comment by Administrator: Shakespeare used alliteration.
Striding the blast, or heaven’s cherubim, horsed	Comment by Administrator: Shakespeare portrays that an order of angels are the invisible messengers. 	Comment by Administrator: Shakespeare uses the technique of metaphor to depict the invisible messangers are the wind that will tell everyone who has murdered him.
Upon the sightless couriers of the air,
Shall blow the horrid deed in every eye,	Comment by Administrator: Everyone will be so sad that Duncan is dead.
That tears shall drown the wind. I have no spur	Comment by Administrator: The spurs referred here are of a horse rider who uses it them to make the horse go faster.	Comment by Administrator: Macbeth has no motivation to Kill Duncan other than ambition so he has almost decided not t do it. 
ll everyone who has murdered him.
To prick the sides of my intent, but only
Vaulting ambition, which o'erleaps itself	Comment by Administrator: Shakespeare used foreshadowing.
And falls on th' other.	Comment by Administrator: Macbeth’s last words are interrupted by Lady Macbeth. 	Comment by Administrator: Macbeth’s ambition does in fact trip him up and cause his downfall. 
